in the master bathroom, A martle bath
from Londan's Limestone Gallery sits
belore the Holbeine sque eaded windows
and beneath a Murara ghiss chandols
bry Veriri OPPOSITE PAGE. FROM
LEFT: the fugade of the hou se, designed
in the early 1880s by Ernest George and
Herald Pelo, represents the high paint of
late-Victorian architectural indvidualism,
with its i of matis from nor thern
Europenn merchant mansions sod more
carmman features of Victorlan reskdentisl

architeciure; in the liteary, 2 "Senior
ermchin by Matco Zanuso sits beneath s
Nzhoor ‘Mahari floor . The printing
5 by Roget H la=t pages.
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< It was part of a residential development by esteemed London

architects Ermest Grorge and Ha

vld Peto. Exponents of a flambayant

and novel archite style, their distinetive look came from

t

from nor

muoti

1y rn Eiropean mere nt mansi

ns

of the r

L
A

nous Queen Anne sty

sl trappings of Vietor

residential architectnre — red brick, blocked stome dressings, keaded
lights and high, tiled roofs. However, on closer inspection, the fagade
is devorated with vernacular motifs from the merchant mansions of
Holland and Flanders. As one of the central bouses ina row, it has

a shaprd gable broken into by a rhimney, while a triple-storey porch

and arched stone balustrade add elegance to the exterior.

ken — who ha

ldren {
saw ti
off by
bevond its carrent state and visoalise

menlded eeilings, panelli

se, many previous praspective buyer

rk appearance and oppressive interior, ©

Galvin. “The | tions of the rooms were bean is were the

staircase and fi

ew the bones of the house were right.”

the beginning, her vision was to create

ght, natoral spaces

with an organic flow

from roam ta room — an approach that m
her beliefs in life and strongly held views on the environment

2. London architect David

Soun afler the sale was agreed in 2¢

Quigley was engaged to handle the stroetoral work, Galvin had

bieen introduced to Avel Vervoondt throogh her f
Hse C

wurk fur other o

w fored fter visi

g Antwerp and ng Vervi

nts, she commissioned his company to un

i desi

original building by ereating a fresh, un

asis on the furniture, o architectural features

arbara de Belder-Masclis, le wer al Axel Vervoondt,

explains the practice’s think ry diff

proach

to ather interior de

gners,” she says. ”

t at the beginning, it’s

important to understand the family, their personality, lifestyle and

how they want to The house evolves together with the client, and
along this jonrney we try to translate their needs in the most natoral
wiry and to make connections with the past, present and future.”

Galvin and the te

m chose a white-based palette for the interiors

to integrate the family's existing art and forniture collection

peconnt the

while respecting house’s history. “We took |

family's desine for simplicity ; ral spaces,” says de Belder-

Maselis. “A pared-back approach was central to contrast with the

busy moulded eellings, panelled walls and fireplaces.”

The house is largely farnished the carly-to-

n classics pieces fr

i, g with the whits

hapes oo

s and refined colour palette to evoke a contemporary feel; an

legant sim

licity. The precise, symmetrical style of Belgian furni

and interiors designer Jules Wabbes makes him a particnlar faivonr
of the conple. “For us it was love at first sight,” says Galvin

T'he interbor she and the Axel Vervoordt team have ereated will

contiowe to evolve; it's a house that will grow with the family while

womal home that meets the needs of
Yet, o

of glamour
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omto its heritage, A fur

busy people, every room | ite these practical

nreds, the in d elegance,
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thanks to ( n's passion for history and eye fur bes
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